Travellers in India

of Conti are given us in the words of a scholar
and a cultured man, a combination which does
not reappear in the history of Indian travel for
many years. His evidence for Vijayanagar, to
pass ovci: the rest of his observations, is of the
highest value, and will be referred to again
before the close of the present chapter.

A quarter of a century had elapsed since
Conti's departure when the Russian, Athanasius
Nikitin, set forth upon a commercial visit to
India. In 1468 he left his native place Tver, and
travelled down the Volga to the Caspian Sea.
After being robbed at Astrakan; and subse-
quently imprisoned, he pushed on to Baku,
where, as he graphically puts it, " the fire burns
uncxtinguished,"* and to Bokhara, at that time
a great centre of Eastern commerce. Retracing
his steps, Nikitin stayed for some time at Sari in
Mazanderan, after which he traversed the north
and west provinces of Persia until he reached
Ormuz. Here he took ship and crossed the
<c Doria Hondustankaia " (the Indian Ocean),
to Muscat, Guzerat, Cambay, and Chaul, at
which last place he disembarked. From Chaul
he turned his steps inland past Junair to Bidar,
which he calls " Beuruk." At Bidar Nikitin
stayed four years. The details of his observa-
tions at this place which he gives in his account
are of the highest importance, as Bidar had, not

* The naphtha springs and mud volcanoes of Abscharon are the " fires"
referred to.
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